Maxch 9, 1955.

It vas nice to get your note despite its unusual brevity. My -
father's health improved significantly after the alarming tuxn it took
in January and we axe hopeful that he will not slip baek. He has a variety
of distressing symptoms wvhich he has learned to bear. I haven't heard any-
thing sbout your mother's condition. I am certainly eager to know how she
18 getting along.

As faxr as our vork here is concerned, it haes threatened to look
prouising on & mmber of occasions but always collapses like an overblown
balloon., I really feel that Sylvy's work has shown steady progress and
great potential interest., She has pwrified the INAase inhibitor of coli,
which I really believe is an RNA; by the use of one of Scober's resins and
fractionation procedures she has obtained purifications on the order of
20-fold referred to phosphate and, vhat's more, the appearance of symetry
and correspondence in the chromatogrem between inhibiltor activity and P
content. This type of work is even more backebreaking than enzyme purifi-
catlion, but in this cese I believe the rewards will warrant it. Owr ultimate
cbjective 18 to correlate the concentration of this substance with events
in the metabolism of normal phage infected and other disturbed foyrms of cold.
Beside that & moye important revexrd will be the analysis snd characterization
of an RNA vhich will represent 10% {or probably fer less) of the total RNA
of the cell. My own efforts have been largely abortive attempts to incor-
porate small or rather large non-micleic acid units into en authentic
nucleic acid fraction. While we have been dlscouraged, the variety of
spproeches has kept us fram being bored.

Same time ago, when you seat us the spleen RNAsse, I thought it
might possibly spere ouwr inhibitor end go after the other RNA but this was
not the case. I would, however, appreciate e mmall amount of the lyophilized
matexrial since I would like to try it on a n KNA fraction which is only

paxtielly degraded by pencrestic RNAase.
Areywpkanningtogotothekdemﬁmmetmgs? If so, it

would be nice to sxrange for you to stop over on youwr wvey beck. Owr plans

include a pricx vieit to Seattle before going on to Ban Francisco.

Best regards to Adelalde and the boys,
Sincerely,

AK/McK | Artur Karnberg/



